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Deadline: September 30, 2011
Purpose

To recognize school boards that have developed and implemented an effective legislative advocacy program.

The Awards Committee may recommend winners from a small district (up to 2,999 students); a medium-sized district (3,000 to 8,999 students); and a large district (9,000 students and up).

Program Eligibility
· Programs must have operated for the most recent legislative sessions of the United States Congress and the South Carolina General Assembly.

· Evidence of program results must be included.

· Both the superintendent and the board chairman must sign the application certifying the eligibility of the program.

The Awards Committee is not limited to the number of recommended recipients.
More Information 

The ability of school boards to carry out their mission is affected by decisions made at other levels of government. 

SCSBA is looking for those boards that have identified legislative priorities based on SCSBA’s resolutions and priorities, and using SCSBA’s best advocacy program practices, have positively impacted the legislative process to improve public education in our state. 

Judging and Recognition

All entries are judged by various governmental relations representatives from public education organizations, community activists and SCSBA staff.

Legislative Advocacy of the Year award recipients receive special recognition at SCSBA’s annual Legislative and Advocacy Conference, news releases to local media and others as requested by the winner. SCSBA may further showcase winning programs in SCSBA publications, on the SCSBA Web site and at Boardmanship Institute workshops.

The board chairman and the board legislative contact receive the award, along with the superintendent.

2011 Timeline

· September 30, 2011:
nominations due to SCSBA.

· Mid-October 2011: 
review nominations submit recommendation(s) to SCSBA Awards Committee.

· Late-October 2011:
committee takes recommendation to full board.
· November 7, 2011:
Winners are notified.
· December 3, 2011: 
Award presented at Legislative Advocacy Conference at Marriott, Charleston



Instructions 

See Nomination and Award Criteria Form for instructions.

For more information contact:

SCSBA Communications Director Debbie Elmore, 1.800.326.3679 or delmore@scsba.org.

SCSBA Legislative Advocacy Program of the Year Nomination & Award Criteria Form
(Attach form to supporting nomination materials)

Name of School District Board __________________________________  Date ________________________
District size  ______ Small (up to 2,999 students)   _______  Medium (3,000 – 8,999)   ______  Large (9,000+)

Local media to be notified if nominee is selected _________________________________________________

Name of board member/staff completing nomination ______________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________
Daytime phone _________________________ e-mail ____________________________________________

Board chairman’s signature __________________________________________________________








(certifies that board supports nomination)

Superintendent's signature ___________________________________________________________


Criteria





Tell how your program meets the criteria listed below by addressing the three criteria within a limit of five pages. You may also provide supporting materials, such as background information or newspaper articles. Please describe your program concisely and factually with specific examples. 





Provide a copy of the board’s Policy BJ – School Board Legislative Advocacy Program and BJ-R  (administrative rule) supporting advocacy though board activities. (Mandatory) 


Describe the board’s legislative advocacy plan for this past legislative session to include:


procedures for identifying its legislative goals based on SCSBA’s legislative priorities and resolutions;


the board legislative contact’s roles and responsibilities;


engaging community members (key contacts) around education legislative issues and advocacy; and


message development and delivery with key contacts.


Provide evidence of success.





Mail by September 30, 2011 to


SCSBA Awards


1027 Barnwell Street, Columbia, SC  29201








