As expected, a move to add a voucher program on the Public School Open Enrollment Bill (H. 3124) occurred during debate on the House floor this afternoon. The amendment, proposed by House Education Committee Chairman Rep. Bob Walker, calls for vouchers for free and reduced lunch students in low performing schools to pay for tuition to private schools. A key motion was made to table – or kill - the amendment but failed by a vote of 55 to 62. SCSBA supported a “Yes” vote to kill the amendment. The House adjourned before voting on the voucher amendment. Debate will resume tomorrow (Thursday) at 10 a.m.

Attached is a pdf showing how House members voted on the motion to table the amendment. Please review the vote tally. If your representative voted “Yes” indicated by a  “Y” next his/her name, please contact him/her with your thanks and urge him/her to vote to kill the bill tomorrow.  If your representative voted no, please contact him/her immediately and ask him/her o vote to kill the entire bill. It is better to kill the bill than risk it being amended with a voucher.

To find your representative’s contact information, click here http://www.scsba.org/advocacy_electedoff.htm (SCSBA Advocacy Elected Officials Web page). Click on “District Lookup”, type in your home street address and zip code and click on “Get Your Elected Officials”. It will bring up all of your elected officials. Look for State Legislature and click on your House member’s name.

Thank you.

