
 

 

 
 

Think it’s OK to EXPERIMENT with South Carolina’s children 

with vouchers and tuition tax credits? 
 

THINK AGAIN. 

 

Claim: The voucher/tuition tax credit program has accountability.  
Truths 

 
 

Voucher/Tuition Tax Bill Requirements

 

 

Public School Requirements 

 

Course or Curriculum Requirements 

• None. 

Course or Curriculum Requirements: 

• State-prescribed courses for every grade 

level in core courses  

• English/language arts 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Social studies 

• PE 

• Economic Education Development Act 

(EEDA) in middle and high schools. 

• Character education. 

Personal finance education & more 
  

Teacher Requirements: 

• A bachelor’s degree or three years 

teaching experience. 

 

Teacher Requirements: 

• A  bachelor's degree. 

• Minimum of 12 weeks of student 

teaching. 

• Minimum of 100 hours of clinical 

experiences. 

• Full state certification in the subject 

and area that he/she teachers as defined 

by the state. 

• Demonstrated competency, as defined by 

the state, in each core academic subject 

he or she teaches by passage of a test. 

• Passage of a basic skills test for an initial 

license. 

• Continuing education requirements to 

maintain certification. 

• Annual professional development 

requirements. 

• Teaching portfolios required for second 

stage certification. 
  

Paraprofessional Requirements 

(teacher/classroom/program aides): 

• None. 

Paraprofessional Requirements: 

• completed two years of study at an 

institution of higher education; 

• obtained an associate's (or higher) 

degree;  

• or passed a formal state or local 

academic assessment, demonstrating 

knowledge of and the ability to assist in 

instructing reading, writing, and 

mathematics. 



 

 

 

Voucher/Tuition Tax Bill Requirements

 

 

Public School Requirements 

 

Annual School Performance 

Requirements: 

• None. 

Annual School Performance 

Requirements: 

• Schools must meet a certain percentage 

(100% by 2014) of ALL students and 

students in each demographic group 

scoring Proficient on PACT in 

English/language arts and Mathematics 

or passage of PACT Exit Exam to make 

AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress). 

• Schools must meet a certain student 

attendance rate to make AYP. 

• High schools must meet a certain 

graduation rate to make AYP. 

• Student PACT scores in all core subject 

areas are used to determine the Absolute 

and Improvement Ratings for 

elementary and middle schools as 

follows: Excellent, Good, Average, 

Below Average, or Unsatisfactory. 

• Student scores on end-of-course exams, 

exit exam, and graduation rate are used 

to determine the Absolute and 

Improvement Ratings for high schools.    
  

Public Reporting Requirements 

• Aggregate scores reported to the 

parents of voucher/tuition tax 

students, general assembly, and 

governor. 

Public Reporting Requirements 
• Every school must distribute an Annual 

State of South Carolina School Report 

Card and every school must distribute 

an Annual State of South Carolina 

School District Report Card, which 

include: 

• Test scores for ALL students in the 

school by subject area and grade 

level. 

• Test scores for each demographic 

student group in the school by 

gender, race, disability, non-

disability, migrant status, free-

reduced lunch vs. pay lunch. 

• School and district profile 

information. 

• School and district ratings and 

AYP status. 

• Results of school surveys of 

students, teachers, parents 

• AND MORE. 

• Every school district must advertise all 

of its schools in a local newspaper its 

rating .  
• By August 1, districts to notify parents 

of children in Title One schools that 

have not made AYP for two consecutive 

or more years of potential choice 

and/or supplemental services options. 



 

 

 

Voucher/Tuition Tax Bill Requirements

 

 

Public School Requirements 

 

• As a public entity, every school and 

school district is subject to the state’s 

Freedom of Information Act. 

• Every school must report any criminal 

activity to law enforcement and/or 

other appropriate public authorities. 

• Every school district must advertise is 

budget hearing in a local newspaper.  

  

Student Admissions Requirements: 

• Must be neutral in regards to 

religion, past academic history, and 

cannot make student profess an 

ideological belief or pray or to 

worship. 

• The bottom line: private schools 

choose their students; neither 

students or their parents choose 

their private school. 

Student Admissions Requirements: 

• None. 

 
 

Claim: Voucher and tuition tax programs would provide competition and force 

our public schools to get better. 

Truths 

• Reliable studies conducted by independent research groups such as the National 

Center for the Study of Privatization, the US Economic Policy Institute, the 

National Center for Education Statistics and the U.S. Department of Education 

prove vouchers and tuition tax credit programs do not improve the performance 

of public schools.  

• In 2003, researchers from Duke, Stanford, Columbia and Princeton Universities 

found vouchers fail to have a significant “competitive effect” on public schools. 

• There is no “competitive playing field” between public and private schools. Public 

schools must adhere to state and federal laws that are nonexistent for private 

and home schools. 

• National studies show vouchers often become a subsidy for the private schools 

and reimburse parents of children already enrolled in private and religious 

schools. 

 
Claim: Students are forced to attend failing schools just because of where 

they live. 

Truths 

• Federal law allows transfers for students attending low performing schools. 

• Voucher/tuition tax credit programs for a few drains resources and support for 

students who remain in low performing schools . 

• Vouchers and tuition tax credits DO NOTHING to address the challenges in 

many low performing schools such as high concentration of poverty, high 

teacher and administrator turnover rates, resources, and community support 

systems.  

• Numerous studies prove SC has set the bar high in rating school performance and 

must be considered when using “our public schools are failing” rhetoric. 



 

 

 
Claim Vouchers will help African-American and Hispanic students achieve 
Truths  

• A 2006 U.S. Department of Education study shows that, when socioeconomic factors are 

taken into account, students in public schools perform as well or better in most 

categories than do students in private schools. 

• A 2006 study of the Cleveland voucher program by the National Center for the 

Study of Privatization in Education found there were no observed academic gains 

for African-American voucher students. 

• Results of standardized tests in SC show scores have risen substantially in all grades, in 

all subjects and across all demographic groups. 

 
Claim SC public schools are first in spending and last in country. 
Truths 

• When analyzing a variety of national tests, SC students ranks near the top half of states 

nationally and continually lead the nation in improvement.  

• Roughly 90 percent of all SC students attend public schools, which are experiencing 

unprecedented changes in student demographics, struggles with high unemployment in 

their communities, and an increase in the number of children who must overcome the 

barriers of poverty. The rate of student poverty increased 75 percent in 2005-2005 in 

South Carolina public schools and half of them enroll a student body in which 70 

percent or more live in poverty. 
• According to a 2001 U.S. Department of Justice study, SC spent an average of $16,762 per 

prisoner compared to $7,823 per pupil. 

 
Claim: Vouchers and tuition tax programs save money for public schools  
Truths 

• Unbiased, independent financial studies prove this claim is based on the false 

notion that schools do not have fixed costs – they do. In order to reduce costs, 

enough students would have to exit the school to eliminate a classroom or 

school.  

• SC’s new property tax relief law shifts the bulk of the responsibility for school 

funding to the state and the amount is based on student enrollment. As student 

enrollment declines and funding declines, the fixed costs such as teacher and 

other school personnel salaries, heating/air conditioning, transportation, etc., 

remain, leaving less resources for those students who remain.  

• Public schools are accountable for the money they spend – money is budgeted in a 

public forum and debate and results are reported – private schools are not 

required to follow the same standards. 


