Legislative Alert

TO:

School Board Members and Superintendents

FROM:
Scott Price, SCSBA General Counsel

RE:

Possible Amendment to Open Enrollment Bill

DATE:

Wednesday, May 30, 2007

Action Needed

Contact your Senator before 11 AM tomorrow Thursday, May 31, 2007 and urge him/her to vote NO on any compromise amendments on the Public School Open Enrollment bill that would eliminate or lessen local decision making on the issue of determining school capacity and encourage him/her to fight for maximum flexibility for locally elected and/or appointed school boards to determine this issue.

To find your Senator and his/her contact information,go to the SCSBA’s Advocacy Elected Officials Web page http://www.scsba.org/advocacy_electedoff.htm where you can search by name. If you do not know your senator, click on “District Lookup”. Type in your home street address and zip code and click on “Get Your Elected Officials”. It will bring up all of your elected officials. Look for State Legislature and click on your Senator’s name for contact information.
Background

Debate began in earnest today in the Senate on H.3124, a bill to enact State Superintendent Jim Rex’s public school choice and open enrollment plan. After two failed attempts to amend the bill with a voucher program (see “Voucher Attempt” below), a number of amendments were proposed by Sen. Jim Ritchie late in the afternoon that would have greatly impaired local decision making on the issue of determining school, classroom and program capacity. These amendments were ultimately withdrawn; however, Senators on both sides of the aisle were busy working out a capacity compromise (specific details of any compromise are unavailable at this time) but not in time before they adjourned. 

According to discussions with Senators, it is very likely that the compromise will negatively impact a local district’s ability to determine capacity for its schools, classrooms and programs and is expected to be introduced tomorrow.

Voucher Attempt: Earlier in the day, two voucher amendments were voted down. The first voucher amendment, by Sen. Larry Grooms, failed on a division vote of 13-23. The second voucher amendment by Sen. David Thomas was tabled by a vote of 29-15. SCSBA will send this roll call vote out as soon as it’s available. Both of these votes were supportive of SCSBA’s position – please remember to thank those Senators who stuck with us in voting against vouchers!

Our Position

SCSBA support the right of local school boards to make such fundamental decisions as school choice options based on what best fits their communities and schools.
