To:        School Board Members and Superintendents

From:    Scott Price

Re:
House Defeats Vouchers Amendments; Open Enrollment Bill Passes

Wow! Thanks to everyone who contacted their House member during this past week to urge a no vote on vouchers and tuition tax credits. Your contacts made a difference as all of the voucher and voucher/tuition tax credit combination amendments to the Public School Open Enrollment Bill (H. 3124) were defeated this morning. The House did give second reading approval to the open enrollment bill (H.3124). More information on what was approved will be provided in tomorrow’s Legislative Update. The attached pdf document shows how each House member voted on the question to table – or kill – Amendment 8 (vouchers and tuition tax credits). Please, please review the votes and take a few moments to thank all of the legislators who voted Yes, even if they are not your representative. The amount of political pressure that they are experiencing is enormous and they need to be recognized for their willingness to take a stand on this issue.

 While we can take pride in our efforts, as the old saying goes, “It ain’t over till it’s over.” The voucher proponents were visibly angered and stated they would be back. The House has now adjourned for the rest of the week and next week in observance of the holidays.

Again, thank you for your efforts and your service to the students of South Carolina.

