Legislative Alert

TO:
School Board Members and Superintendents

FROM:
Scott Price, SCSBA General Counsel

Re:
Voucher/tuition tax credit legislation resurfacing in the House next week
DATE:

Thursday, March 22, 2007
Actions
1. Contact your House members before Tuesday (March 27) and urge them to vote NO on any amendment providing voucher and/or tuition tax credits in any form and, further, to vote NO on any legislation that is amended to include a voucher and/or tuition tax credit component.
2. Ask your House member for his/her position on the issue and how they will vote.
3. Report their position/vote to Judy LeGrand, administrative assistant for communications and governmental relations, at jlegrand@scsba.org or call her at 803.799.6607. 
We anticipate a move by voucher and tuition tax credit proponents to offer an amendment to H.3175 “The Child Development Education Program For At-Risk Children” (4-year-old preschool expansion program) either Tuesday or Wednesday on the House floor. 
The components of any voucher/tuition tax credit amendment are not known.  It could be to implement a pilot program in low performing school districts or vouchers for low income or underachieving students.  House members must vote against any voucher and/or tuition tax credit plan.
Our View

SCSBA opposes state-mandated efforts to subsidize elementary or secondary private, religious or home schools with public funds.
As state policymakers, legislators must ask “would this program improve public schools and the children they serve?” The answer is simple, NO. Vouchers and tuition tax credit programs do nothing to improve public schools and in fact, often result in a decline in school and student performance. Implementation of voucher programs sends a clear message that we are abandoning our public schools. Additional reasons to oppose vouchers and tuition tax credit programs:
Unaffordable

· The State’s own Board of Economic Advisors estimates the fiscal impact of the scholarship (voucher) and tax credit program to state and local funding to be $89.5 million.

· South Carolina will be forced to financially support two systems of education – one for public schools and one for private and religious schools.

Unaccountable

· Private and religious schools and home schools are not required to follow the same state and federal education accountability requirements of public schools such as content standards, annual testing, annual school report cards, hiring highly qualified teachers, etc.

· Public dollars will be used to fund private education for a select few with no public accountability of how the money is spent, the quality of schools receiving the money, or what academic achievement results it produces.


Unproven

· The proposal is a risky, large-scale experiment. No other state has enacted statewide, universally available tuition tax credits and vouchers.
· Results of several legitimate and unbiased studies show tuition tax credit/voucher programs fail to have a competitive effect on public schools that results in higher student achievement or improved performance.

· In fact, most studies show vouchers often become a subsidy for the private schools and reimburse parents of children already enrolled in private and religious schools.
Support Proven Methods to Improve Student Achievement
· Quality preschool programs for four-year-olds that ensure children are ready for school.

· Lower student-teacher ratios for all grade levels.

· Incentives to encourage highly qualified teachers to teach in low-performing schools.
Voucher/tuition tax credit issue must go through the committee process 
· The voucher/tuition tax credit issue should be debated fully through the committee and subcommittee process and should not rushed through as an amendment to a major piece of legislation like the 4-K expansion bill.

· Only through the committee process can all facts about this issue be fully discussed, and all parties given an equal opportunity to be heard. 
