Legislative Alert

To:
Board members, Superintendents and Advocacy Network members

From:
Scott Price

Date:
May 23, 2006

We need for you this morning to contact members of a Senate Judiciary Subcommittee who will be taking up a bill this afternoon concerning school board elections and times for referendums.  H.4579, a bill to establish the “Uniform Election Procedure Act” is scheduled for a hearing today at 2 p.m. in room 207 of the Gressette Building.

Under this bill:

· Beginning with the 2008 general election, all school board elections must be held at the time of the general election (November in even-numbered years).  Terms that expire after Dec. 31, 2006, are to be extended until successors are elected at the next general election.  This bill, which also affects city elections, does not impact term lengths, only the time for elections.

· All referendums – for schools, cities or counties – must be held at the time of the general election, i.e., every two years in November in even-numbered years.

SCSBA does not support this bill.  Our concerns are as follows:

· Currently, school boards are not limited as to when they may hold a bond referendum.  This maximum flexibility allows boards and districts to go to referendum when necessary to address emergency conditions; rapid, unanticipated growth; and favorable market conditions that aid in saving taxpayer money.  Further, it helps avoid a “local” issue being overshadowed by statewide elections.

· Although most board elections are held either in the general election or in November in odd-numbered years, many school board elections are held in April, June and September.  This flexibility allows voters to focus on school board elections in some areas, and helps avoid the partisanship often associated with general elections.  Finally, by avoiding the general election it is easier to draw more candidates and keep election expenses down.

Please contact the following the subcommittee members and urge them to vote against placing any restrictions on when referendums may be held and to vote against tying school board elections to the general election!  Telephone numbers are provided as well as links to their email addresses.

Senator Larry Martin

Senator Gerald Malloy

Senator Chip Campsen

Senator Kent Williams

