S.C. Code of Laws section pertaining to school board member training

SECTION 59-19-45. Orientation for school district boards of trustees and county boards of education. 

Within one year of taking office, all persons elected or appointed as members of a school district board of trustees after July 1, 1997, shall complete successfully an orientation program in the powers, duties, and responsibilities of a board member including, but not limited to, topics on policy development, personnel, superintendent and board relations, instructional programs, district finance, school law, ethics, and community relations.

(B) The orientation shall be approved by the State Board of Education and conducted by public or private entities approved by the State Board of Education such as the South Carolina School Boards Association. 

(C) The provisions of this section also apply to members of county boards of education appointed or elected after July 1, 1997, in the same manner the provisions of this section apply to members of school district boards of trustees. 

(D) The provisions of this section do not apply to a school board trustee or county board of education member who was serving in such office on July 1, 1997, and who is continuously reelected or reappointed to office thereafter. 

(E) The State Department of Education shall reimburse a school district or county board of education conducting an orientation for a new board member as required by this section at the rate of eighty dollars for a member, provided that the total reimbursements by the department in one fiscal year must not exceed ten thousand dollars.  If the total projected cost of these reimbursements for a year as determined by the department exceeds ten thousand dollars, the eighty dollar reimbursement

for each new member must be reduced proportionately.  If funds are not available for these reimbursements, the board member orientation is not required but may be conducted at the option of a school district or county board of education.  The State Board of Education shall establish guidelines and procedures for these reimbursements. 

(F) The State Department of Education must keep a record of the school board trustees who complete the orientation program. 

