RESOLUTION OF THE
__________________ BOARD OF TRUSTEES
WHEREAS: South Carolina is experiencing a severe economic crisis that is significantly impacting state revenue; and,

WHEREAS: South Carolina K-12 public schools have already this fiscal year received three revenue reductions of Education Improvement Act funds totaling more than $70 million and are likely to see an additional loss of $11 million in January due to further reductions in sales tax revenue; and,

WHEREAS: South Carolina K-12 public schools have received two mid-year General Fund budget cuts totaling $253.2 million this fiscal year; and,

WHEREAS: A continuing decline in consumer spending has prompted the State Board of Economic Advisors to predict further General Fund cuts to public schools and other state agencies again for this fiscal year and beyond; and,

WHEREAS: the  __________________ Board of Trustees is prepared to take every possible step to lessen the impact of these funding cuts to classroom instruction by cutting non-academic areas and utilizing reserve funds; and

WHEREAS: local funding decisions must be made to support the unique qualities and challenges presented by each student, classroom and school; and, 
WHEREAS: under current state law, school districts have limited flexibility in the expenditure of most funds disbursed through the State Department of Education, which impedes our ability to focus dwindling resources in the classroom; and,

WHEREAS: the South Carolina General Assembly can further support public schools during this economic crisis by suspending regulations that prohibit local school boards from shifting certain categorical or line item funds and suspending state mandated programs; providing flexibility with the 180-day student attendance requirement; suspending temporarily, state testing and school and district ratings requirements, except those required by federal law; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________ BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HEREBY STRONGLY URGES the South Carolina General Assembly to take prompt legislative action in 2009 to provide school districts with maximum funding and program flexibility in the current budget year in order to manage and protect from further erosion core instructional and operational services to students.
