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Issues and Solutions

South Carolina Uniform School Start Date 

The board of trustees shall also:  
Establish the annual calendar. Have the authority to establish an annual school calendar for students, faculty, and staff to include starting dates, ending dates, holidays, make‑up days, in‑service days, and professional development days. 

- SC Code Sect. 59-19-90(12), amended in 2003
The South Carolina School Boards Association vigorously opposes a mandatory statewide uniform start date for public schools and will continue to fight for local communities retaining the right to make such a fundamental decision based on what best fits their communities and schools.

Proposals being discussed

· Senate bill 54 requires schools to start no earlier than August 25 and end no later than seven days after the last day of PACT administration.
· Senate bill116 requires schools to start no earlier than the first Tuesday after Labor Day.

· House bill 3248 requires the South Carolina Education Oversight Committee to provide recommendations on a uniform school start Date on or after August 25. Schools starting earlier than August 25th would lose EFA funding. 

· Senate bill 82 requires a statewide referendum in the 2006 General Election asking voters if they want a uniform starting date, with the earliest time being August 25. 

· Rep. Doug Smith has announced plans to introduce a bill that would mandate 90 consecutive days of summer vacation.
Issues

· School boards are accountable to their communities and do not set school calendars in a vacuum. They rely heavily upon community input, including business leaders, parents and teachers.

· Forty-three states, all of which have statewide testing and accountability programs similar to South Carolina, leave school calendar decisions to their local school boards (source: Education Commission of the States).
· A statewide school start date eliminates a community’s ability to be creative with the school calendar, including year-round schooling.
Questions for legislators to consider




· Would the so-called economic benefits of a uniform start date apply statewide? The amount of tourism dollars forthcoming if all state schools started after Labor Day is speculative at best. Have we considered how increased sales revenue on the coast might affect local economies from the Midlands, the Pee Dee and the Upstate of South Carolina? Dollars spent in Myrtle Beach hotels might be dollars otherwise spent on new school clothes and supplies in Greenville.

· How would a uniform start date impact on current school operations such as block scheduling (which is a logical means to meet new and higher graduation credit requirements) and the academic benefits of final exams before winter holidays? 

Possible solutions

· Educate legislators and the public on the school district’s process for determining the annual school calendar. What criteria and/or factors are part of the planning process? Who has input? What factors beyond your control?

· Use the voice of supporters of the district’s calendars to communicate their support to legislators.
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