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« Unlike the U.S. Congress or the state legislature, which balances a huge
array of public needs and priorities, school boards are concerned with
education and nothing else. Their one priority is to do what’s best for
local schools.

« Local school boards set the standard for achievement - incorporating
the community’s view of what students should know and be able to achieve
at each grade level. Working with the superintendent, boards establish
a valid process for measuring student success and, when necessary, shift
resources to ensure that the district’s goals are achieved.

« Local school boards are expressly responsible and answerable to their
communities. School board members are known, they are directly acces-
sible, and they are more likely to be responsive to parent and community
concerns than more removed federal or state officials.

« Most important of all, school board members are more closely attuned
than any other elected officials to the educational needs of community
schools and more vested than anyone else in their success. They know
what parents want and what teachers and students need. They care deeply
about whether or not their schools succeed.

« School boards are their community’s education watchdog, ensuring
that taxpayers get the most for their tax dollars.

Local boards governing local schools embody in an undiluted way all that is
best about American democracy— government of the people, by the people,
and for the people.

If South Carolina’s citizens become more involved in board elections
and decision-making, all school boards can function as they should.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed individuals can
change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Margaret Meade
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